JOHN CHRISTENSEN, A KEY LEADER IN NORTH-SOUTH COOPERATION IN CLIMATE CHANGE

| first met John back in 1990 at the UNEP RISO Center in Roskilde during the first meeting of the
“Analysis of Abatement Costing Issues and Preparation of a Methodology to Undertake National
Greenhouse Gas Abatement Costing Studies” project. Under his leadership, this project has
gathered a number of research centres from the North and the South with pioneer work in
climate change mitigation. It was the first of its kind where our Federal University of Rio de
Janeiro was invited to join. This North-South partnership was a successful model and the project
made a seminal contribution to the development of the Mitigation Cost concept, contributing to
its sound establishment in the IPCC Second Assessment Report (WG3, chapters 8 and 9) a few
years later.

Our friendship started there and has become increasingly close during a number of partnerships:
my evaluation of the results of some Centre’s projects in different countries; the annual
December meetings of the Centre’s Scientific Council in Roskilde; the Global Network on Energy
for Sustainable Development (GNESD), among many others. Across the years | have enjoyed our
strategic conversations in his Roskilde and Nairobi offices about how to promote a technical and
political North-South cooperation in the climate change field. | can witness his firm commitment
to capacity building of developing countries and his effectiveness in promoting initiatives
towards this end.

Above all, John was a wonderful person, very sensible and able to listen and to understand the
needs of the others. He was excellent in facilitating team work and making everybody feel
comfortable. | will always remember how he would keep his smile even when struggling with
difficulties, as in the picture | am sharing here, taken during our last meeting in June 2025 in
Copenhagen.

Hope his legacy will inspire us and many others to continue his work!
Emilio Lebre La Rovere

Professor, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro



